THE    DIARY
description of striking scenes are often excellent* A
few instances may be given here in addition to those
quoted in other chapters.
In his travel notes there are some fine descriptive
passages. One of the best is his account of an
expedition made in November, 1644, riding from
Siena to Aquapendente.
"Next morning, we rode by Monte Piento, or, as
vulgarly called, Monte Mantumiato, which is of an
excessive height, ever and anon peeping above any
clouds with its snowy head, till we had climbed
to the inn at Radicofani, built by Ferdinand, the
great Duke, for the necessary refreshment of travellers
in so inhospitable a place. As we ascended, we
entered a very thick, solid., and dark body of clouds,
looking like rocks at a little distance, which lasted
near a mile in going up; they were dry misty vapours,
hanging undissolved for a vast thickness, and ob-
scuring both the sun and earth, so that we seemed to
be in the sea rather.than in the clouds, till, having
pierced through it, we came into a most serene
heaven, as if we had been above all human conversa-
tion, the mountain appearing more like a great
island than joined to any other hills; for we could
perceive nothing but a sea of thick clouds rolling
under our feet like huge waves, every now and then
suffering the top of some other mountain to peep
through, which we could discover many miles off:
and between some breaches of the clouds we could
see landscapes and villages of the subjacent country.
This was one of the most pleasant, new, and alto-
gether surprising objects that I had ever beheld/5
Evelyn gives a good description of the fire of
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